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the Senate is therefore a negation of equality. Now,
the writer whose prediction I quoted above is Alex-
ander Hamilton, and Hamilton himself had proposed
a very different mode of constituting a Senate. His
plan had been that the Senate should consist of "per-
sons to be chosen by Electors, elected for that purpos^
by the citizens and inhabitants of the several States
who shall have in their own right, or in right of their
wives, an estate in land for not less than life, or a
term of years whereof, at the time of giving their
votes, there shall be at least fourteen years unexpired."
The scheme further provided that each Senator should
be elected from a District, and that the number of
Senators should be apportioned between the different
States according to a rule roughly representing popu-
lation. The blended political and economical history
of Europe has now shown us that Hamilton's plan
would not, in all probability, have proved durable.
It is founded on inequality of property, and specially
on inequality of landed property. We are now, how-
ever, in a position to lay down, as the result of
experience and observation, that, although popular
government has steadily extended itself in the Wes-
tern world, and although liberty is the parent of
inequalities in fortune, these inequalities are viewed
by democratic societies with a peculiar jealousy, and
that no form of property is so much menaced in such
societies as property in land. When the Federal